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Language : Film is considered to have its own language. James Monaco wrote a classic text 
on film theory, titled How to Read a Film, that addresses this. Director Ingmar Bergman 
famously said, Andrei Tarkovsky for me is the greatest director, the one who invented a new 
language, true to the nature of film, as it captures life as a reflection, life as a dream. An 
example of the language is a sequence of back and forth images of one speaking actors left 
profile, followed by another speaking actors right profile, then a repetition of this, which is a 
language understood by the audience to indicate a conversation. This describes another 
theory of film, the 180-degree rule, as a visual story-telling device with an ability to place a 
viewer in a context of being psychologically present through the use of visual composition 
and editing. The Hollywood style includes this narrative theory, due to the overwhelming 
practice of the rule by movie studios based in Hollywood, California, during films classical 
era. Another example of cinematic language is having a shot that zooms in on the forehead 
of an actor with an expression of silent reflection that cuts to a shot of a younger actor who 
vaguely resembles the first actor, indicating that the first person is remembering a past self, 
an edit of compositions that causes a time transition. 


The opening March weekend saw a dramatically lower box office than the same weekend in 
2019. The 2019 opening March weekend saw the release of Captain Marvel, which alone 
earned over US3 million domestically that weekend, compared to the 2020 weekends 
biggest film, Onward, with around US million.2122 The next weekend saw the lowest total 
US box office intake since the October 30-November 1, 1998 weekend, with lower 
percentage drops than the weekend after 911, at US.3 million.3 Onward itself saw the 
biggest weekend-to-weekend drop of any Pixar film, making .5 million, though was still the 
weekends biggest film and the only one to make over million.3 On March 19, Walt Disney 
Studios and Universal Pictures announced that they would no longer report box office 


figures.23 Comscore therefore announced the next day that it would indefinitely suspend its 
reporting of box office estimates and charts.24 On March 26, 2020, after local transmission 
of the virus had dropped to 0% in China, movie theaters there began to re-open, with 
reports that 250-500 theaters were opening, but the next day authorities again closed all 
movie theaters in the country.2526 


Theatrical releases : On January 22, 2020, the Chinese blockbuster Lost in Russia canceled 
its theatrical release and was sent to streaming platforms. It was made available to Watch 
for free, a move said to encourage people to Watch it and stay home. The next day, all 
theaters in China were closed. On January 31, Enter the Fat Dragon also premiered 
online.80 Lost in Russia was streamed by 180 million accounts in the first three days after 
its release Chinas highest-grossing film and the highest-grossing non-English film ever was 
2017s Wolf Warrior 2, which had sold a total of over 160 million tickets worldwide.81 At the 
beginning of February, American films set to premiere in China over February and March 
were Officially canceled.80 Chinese media companies began making more films free online 
through January.82 Asian markets also saw Chinese and Hong Kong film distributors cancel 
exports over the Lunar New Year holiday, including for the films Vanguard, Detective 
Chinatown 3, The Rescue, and Legend of Deification Taiwanese film Do You Love Me As I 
Love You had its Asian release moved to April.83 Cinemas in Asian countries without public 
restrictions have been increasing hygiene measures, with the spokesperson for one chain 
saying that they added more hand sanitizer dispensers, performed temperature checks on 
staff and moviegoers, cleaned facilities more frequently, and displayed public health 
warnings on the movie screens.83 The Lunar New Year holiday is a large market for film 
releases across Asia, but was stunted in 2020 as the outbreak began rapidly spreading over 
this period of time.83 
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